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ABSTRACT:
Traffic safety is of direct concern to the entire European Union and its population. The
European Union has set a goal to reduce the number of persons killed in traffic by 50% in
2010.

One of the measures for reaching this goal is to improve the road infrastructure, including
working with the road marking situation;

1. Marking more roads
2. Improving the quality of the markings – especially in wet conditions and at night
3. Improving the maintenance of markings

Road markings provide one of the most cost effective mechanism of traffic control and road
safety. Accident reduction due to improved road markings is impressive and Cost-benefit
analysis shows that the return on investment is enormous.

Each European country has its own culture and background within road marking. However,
similar for all countries is a move towards type II markings, which are road markings with
special properties intended to enhance the retro-reflection in wet or rainy conditions, thus
increasing road safety.
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ROAD MARKINGS AND ROAD SAFETY
- a European perspective

”WHITE LINES SAVE LIVES”
By karsten Kristensen, Borum Industri A/S, Denmark



2

Agenda
Road markings and road safety
- a European perspective

1. White lines save lives - Introduction

2. Standards and norms in Europe

3. Overview of road marking systems in Europe
– Road marking materials and line types
– The advantages of type II markings

4. Maintenance of markings

5. Research projects and studies on road marking and safety in Europe
– Focus on accident reduction and ROI

Kort gennemgang af agenda + præsentation af KRK
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• An effective and inexpensive way to guide traffic safely

White lines save lives!

Introduction – White lines save lives

Traffic safety is of direct concern to the entire European Union and its population; There
are 200 mio vehicles rolling on 4 mio km road-network.

This causes 1.300.000 accidents every year, costs > 40.000 killed and 1.700.000 with
personal injury.

The direct and indirect costs in this connection are estimated to 160 billion Euro
corresponding to 2 % of the GDP in EU.

Therefore the European Union has set a goal to reduce the no. of persons killed in traffic
by 50% in 2010.

One of the measures for reaching this goal is to improve the road infrastructure, including
working with the road marking situation;

1. Marking more roads

2. Improving the quality of the markings – especially in wet conditions and at night

3. Improving the maintenance of markings

The need for road markings of all types is becoming increasingly important – Road
markings play a vital role in road safety and effective management of vehicles on our
roads. They do this by providing: Guidance;Prohibition;Instruction;Warning and
segregation. They are also able to provide audible warning and wet-night visibility

The ability of the line to reflect light from the vehicle back to the driver, i.e. retro-
reflectivity, is probably the most important feature - Other very important properties
are luminance ("brightness") and skid resistance – not to forget line durability (and the
economic perspective).




































































